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Covered by SSI to Social Security   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Acknowledgement of Reporting Household Costs covered by SSI to Social Security 
Applies ONLY to SSI (Supplemental Security Income) Recipients 

 
RE: __________________________________________________ (Beneficiary/Account Name) 
 
The undersigned Grantor established a special needs trust for the above-named beneficiary with AGED, 
Inc. serving as Trustee. Payments from the trust are made at the Trustee’s discretion, as provided in the 
Master Trust and Joinder Agreement, upon the request of the Beneficiary Advocate appointed by the 
Grantor in the Joinder Agreement. The undersigned Grantor confirms the Beneficiary identified herein is 
currently receiving SSI benefits.  
 
The Grantor and Beneficiary Advocate each acknowledge the following: 
 

• Receipt of POMS SI00835.465 ISM and Households-Household Costs regulations (attached) 

o https://secure.ssa.gov/poms.nsf/lnx/0500835465 

• Receipt of Emergency Message EM-24047 (attached) 

o Effective September 30, 2024, food is no longer part of the ISM calculations. NOTE: 
Food will remain in the definition of income, SI 00810.005; however, it will now include 
the exception that food is no longer used to calculate ISM. 
 

o https://secure.ssa.gov/apps10/reference.nsf/links/09252024015358PM  

For SSI Recipients, distributions from the trust considered to be ISM (in-kind support and 
maintenance) could affect government benefits and must be reported to Social Security.  
 
The following expenses are generally considered ISM: 

Mortgage  
(including property insurance 
required by mortgage lender) 

Real Property Taxes  
(less any tax rebate/credit) 

 
Rent 

Water / Sewer 
Heating Fuel & Gas 

Electricity 
Garbage Removal 

NOTE: Condominium fees in themselves are not household costs. However, condominium fees may 
include charges which are household costs (e.g., garbage removal). To the extent that such charges are 
identifiable, use them in the computation of inside and outside ISM. 
 
The Grantor and Beneficiary Advocate each acknowledge and agree that the SSI Recipient, or the SSI 
Recipient’s Representative Payee, has the obligation to timely report changes that can affect their SSI 
benefits to Social Security, including the receipt of ISM (in-kind support and maintenance).  POMS 
SI02301.005 https://secure.ssa.gov/poms.nsf/lnx/0502301005 
 
  

1024 Florida Central Pkwy 
Longwood, FL 32750 
Phone: 407-682-4111 
Fax: 407-682-5511 
www.TrustAGED.org 

https://secure.ssa.gov/poms.nsf/lnx/0500835465
https://secure.ssa.gov/apps10/reference.nsf/links/09252024015358PM
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Covered by SSI to Social Security   

If a Beneficiary or Beneficiary Advocate requests a disbursement that may constitute ISM or otherwise 
affect the Beneficiary’s SSI benefit amount, the Trustee will notify the Beneficiary and/or Beneficiary 
Advocate about the potential impact on the Beneficiary’s SSI benefit amount prior to making the 
disbursement.  If the Beneficiary or Beneficiary Advocate maintains its request for disbursement and the 
Trustee, exercising its discretionary authority under the Master Trust and Joinder Agreement, agrees to 
make the disbursement, the undersigned further acknowledge and agree that: 
 

(1) Neither AGED, Inc. nor the Trustee has the responsibility or authority to report the 
disbursements to Social Security on behalf of the Beneficiary. 
 

(2) If the Beneficiary is responsible for their own SSI benefit, the Beneficiary Advocate agrees to 
inform the Beneficiary of the requested disbursement and the Beneficiary and/or Beneficiary 
Advocate shall have the sole responsibility to timely notify Social Security of the payment 
from the Trust that may constitute ISM (or any other change that may affect the Beneficiary’s 
SSI benefit) as required by POMS SI02301.005.  If the Beneficiary is not responsible for their 
own SSI, the Beneficiary Advocate agrees to inform the Beneficiary’s Representative Payee 
of the requested disbursement so that the Representative Payee can timely notify Social 
Security of the payment from the Trust that may constitute ISM (or any other change that 
may affect the Beneficiary’s SSI benefit) as required by POMS SI02301.005; and 

 
(3) AGED, Inc. and the Trustee shall be held harmless from and not be liable for any loss of 

benefit or other consequence that may result from the disbursement. 
 
This document may be executed in one or more counterparts, each of which shall be deemed an original, 
but all of which taken together shall constitute one and the same instrument.   
 
Please sign this acknowledgement page and return the entire form (both pages) to AGED, Inc.  Please 
keep a copy for your records. 
 
Acknowledged and agreed to by: 
 
 
___________________________________                     ___________________________ 
Signature (Grantor)     Date 
 Disabled Individual (Trust Beneficiary/Grantor) 
 Agent under Durable Power of Attorney 
 Parent  Grandparent  Guardian 
 Court 
 
____________________________________ 
Printed Name (Grantor) 
 
 
 
____________________________________                   ___________________________ 
Signature (Beneficiary Advocate)   Date 
 
____________________________________ 
Printed Name (Beneficiary Advocate) 
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Effective Dates: 12/20/2023 - Present

CITATIONS:

A. 

B. 

1. 

2. 

TN 68 (12-23)

SI 02301.005 SSI Posteligibility - Recipient Reporting

Sections 1614(f)(3) and 1631(e)(1) of the Social Security Act Social
Security Act; 20 CFR 416.701-416.714

Introduction

Recipients or their representative payees must report changes on time that can affect SSI
benefits. SSA employees explain these responsibilities to recipients and payees during each
interview. SSA also provides written explanations of reporting responsibilities.

Policy - Reporting Responsibilities

Who Must Report

SSI recipients or their representative payees must report changes.

EXCEPTION: Recipients who are legally incompetent are not responsible for reporting, but
their payees are.

List of What to Report

This is a list of the kinds of changes recipients/payees must report:

• Moves or changes of address (COA)

• Persons moving in or out of the household

• Death of a household member

Social Security

Program Operations Manual System (POMS)
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3. 

4. 

• Changes in income and resources for recipients and individuals involved in deeming
cases. These individuals are:

– ineligible spouses and ineligible children living with recipients,

– parents living with eligible children,

– essential persons,

– sponsors of aliens and living-with spouses of sponsors, and

– eligible aliens with the same sponsor.

• Changes in help with living expenses

• Entering or leaving an institution as defined in SI 00520.001

• Marriage, separation, or divorce (Including any same-sex relationships)

• Leaving the United States for more than 30 days in a row

• Changes in school attendance (if under age 22)

• Death of the recipient or individuals involved in deeming cases

• Fugitive felons status (fleeing prosecution, unsatisfied warrants, probation and parole
violation)

When to Report

A report is due within 10 calendar days after the month in which the change occurred. A
report by mail is timely when the postmark date is within the same 10-day period.

How to Report
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5. 

C. 

D. 

1. 

Recipients and payees may report in writing, by telephone, or in person.

Content of Report

Reports should include:

• The reporter's name

• The name and social security number (SSN) of the person the report is about

• Facts about the change

• When the change happened

Policy - Written Explanations

SSA gives written explanations of reporting responsibilities:

• with application and redetermination forms,

• in some award and posteligibility notices,

• in check stuffers, and

• in a booklet which accompanies award notices.

Procedure - Verbal Explanations

Explain reporting responsibilities during each interview (face-to-face and telephone) with
legally competent recipients and payees.

NOTE: Code D, E or F appears in the Competency/Guardian (COMP) segment in
the Representative Payee (RP) field on the SSR for legally incompetent recipients.
See SM 01301.625 for a description of the RP field. See GN 00502.010 about
legal incompetency.

What to Report
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2. 

3. 

E. 

Explain the kinds of changes to report and how changes can affect SSI. Emphasize those
changes that relate to the recipient's own circumstances.

EXAMPLE: A person is payee for their sibling who receives SSI and a pension. During a
redetermination interview with the payee, the FO discusses the changes that they must
report. The FO also stresses reporting right away any increase or decrease in the amount of
their pension.

When to Report

Advise individuals that they should report a change as soon as it happens. Explain when
reports are due and that individuals must report a change that affects SSI even if the report
is late.

Explain that if they do not report on time, they may:

• not receive correct benefits when due,

• have to pay back an overpayment (applies to recipients and payees, see SI 02201.020
about overpayment liability),

• have a penalty deducted from their SSI (applies only to capable recipients, see SI
02301.100 about penalties), and

• lose SSI if they do not report information that SSA asks for to determine continuing
benefits (see SI 02301.235 about failure to provide information).

How to Report

Explain to the recipient what information they must provide when reporting, and that the
report may be in writing, by telephone or visit to an FO.

References

• SI 00530.000, Fugitive status

• GN 00203.001, Basic Interviewing
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• SI 00501.001, Eligibility under the SSI Provisions

• SI 00601.060, SSI Interviewing

• SI 00820.001, Earned Income

• SI 00830.001, Unearned Income

• SI 00835.001, Living Arrangements and In-Kind Support and Maintenance

• SI 01110.001, Resources

• SI 01310.030, Reporting Events in Deeming Cases

• SI 02201.020, Who Is Responsible for Repayment

• SI 02301.100, Penalties

• NL 00801.001C.2, Booklet, “When You Get SSI...What You Need to Know”, SSA Publication
No. 05-11011
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